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The Empires Of Time: Calendars, Clocks, And Cultures, Revised Edition (Mesoamerican Worlds) By
Anthony Aveni oftens be fantastic reading book that is understandable. This is why this book Empires Of
Time: Calendars, Clocks, And Cultures, Revised Edition (Mesoamerican Worlds) By Anthony Aveni ends
up being a preferred book to review. Why don't you want become one of them? You could take pleasure in
checking out Empires Of Time: Calendars, Clocks, And Cultures, Revised Edition (Mesoamerican Worlds)
By Anthony Aveni while doing other activities. The existence of the soft documents of this book Empires Of
Time: Calendars, Clocks, And Cultures, Revised Edition (Mesoamerican Worlds) By Anthony Aveni is kind
of getting experience conveniently. It includes just how you must conserve guide Empires Of Time:
Calendars, Clocks, And Cultures, Revised Edition (Mesoamerican Worlds) By Anthony Aveni, not in racks
of course. You could wait in your computer gadget and gadget.

From Publishers Weekly
A linear sense of time may be well suited to our hectic, clock-watching society, but the timekeeping systems
of ancient or "primitive" peoples are no less valid, suggests Aveni. Writing as both an astronomer and an
anthropologist, he finds parallels between Einstein's concept of space-time and an Aztec "world diagram"
which charts a 52-year calendar-round pegged to the passage of the constellation Pleiades overhead. For the
semi-nomadic Nuer tribe of Sudan, "eco-time" connects people to their environment. In this wide-ranging,
intriguing journey across centuries, Aveni traces the modern calendar's roots back to Greek pastoral poetry
and prehistoric African bone markings, then compares Western, Chinese, Maya, Inca and tribal time systems.
He also fathoms our division of time into days, weeks, months, seasons and years for clues to our psychology
and worldview. He notes that scientists who believe that previous universes existed before the Big Bang echo
the Maya and Aztec view of time as cyclical. Illustrations.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Aveni is the author or editor of a number of books and articles about time measurement in America; in this
work, his coverage is worldwide and extends from 20,000 B.C. to the present. Following a relatively brief
discussion of biorhythms and of some philosophical views on the nature of time, Aveni outlines the
development of the Western calendar from ancient times to today's world. Both technical details and
intellectual/religious attitudes toward time are discussed. The latter half of the volume is devoted to time-
keeping systems of the ancient Mayans, Aztecs, Incas, and Chinese, including some comparisons between
these varied cultures and the views of modern Western civilization. This is not fully satisfactory as a study of
the subject of time, but the discussion of meso-American calendars is quite interesting. Recommended for
college and public libraries.
- Jack W. Weigel, Univ. of Michigan Lib., Ann Arbor
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Review
"A good book on time is a rare thing: it requires history; it requires anthropology; it requires astronomy; and
it requires physics. . . . As an anthropologist and astronomer known for his detailed work on the archaeo-
astronomy of south and central American cultures, [Aveni] speaks with special authority on the fascinating
practices of the Mayan and Aztec cultures and their extraordinary fastidiousness with regard to the marking
and meaning of time. But detailed knowledge and good judgement are not sufficient to produce a successful
book. Aveni achieves that distinction by virtue of the fact that he also possesses a wonderfully eloquent and
engaging prose style that carries the reader through fact after fact that could so easily have ossified into a list
of deadly dullness. Empires of Time is one of the best books on a scientific theme for the serious general
reader that I have read for some time."
—The Times Higher Education Supplement

"Empires of Time is a lively and readable account of humankind's attempts to understand and account for the
rhythms of the cosmos. . . . [A]s Aveni ably demonstrates, the origin and cultural meaning of the world's
calendars are a wonderfully complex and intriguing story, involving natural cycles, sacred meaning, and
political intrigue. By focusing more than half his book on non-Western traditions, Aveni reminds us that
other cultures have rich and varied concepts of the passage of time. Both laypersons and scholars will find
this book rewarding."
- Ray A. Williamson, Author of Living the Sky: The Cosmos of the American Indian

"If there is another book like this in the English language, I don't know about it. It is written by an expert
who knows how to combine first-rate scholarship and good writing. This book should be of great scientific
as well as popular interest."
- Michael D. Coe, Professor of Anthropology, Yale University
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practices of the Mayan and Aztec cultures and their extraordinary fastidiousness with regard to the marking
and meaning of time. But detailed knowledge and good judgement are not sufficient to produce a successful
book. Aveni achieves that distinction by virtue of the fact that he also possesses a wonderfully eloquent and
engaging prose style that carries the reader through fact after fact that could so easily have ossified into a list
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—The Times Higher Education Supplement

"Empires of Time is a lively and readable account of humankind's attempts to understand and account for the
rhythms of the cosmos. . . . [A]s Aveni ably demonstrates, the origin and cultural meaning of the world's
calendars are a wonderfully complex and intriguing story, involving natural cycles, sacred meaning, and
political intrigue. By focusing more than half his book on non-Western traditions, Aveni reminds us that
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this book rewarding."
- Ray A. Williamson, Author of Living the Sky: The Cosmos of the American Indian

"If there is another book like this in the English language, I don't know about it. It is written by an expert
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Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Thinking about time
By Newton Ooi
This book is about how the concept of time is conceptualized, used, and measured in various cultures of
human history both past and present. The cultures include the ancient Chinese, ancient Greeks, Mayas, Incas,
and African tribes. The author examines archaelogical and literary records to show the various instruments
humans used to count the passing of time. The author also shows that the concept of linear time is actually
quite unique to the modern Western world, and that this is not coincedental. Many earlier societies that lived
more in harmony with nature had a more cyclic view of time, as befits a lifestyle that depends on daily,
weekly, monthly, seasonal and yearly patterns. More advanced cultures such as the ancient Chinese had a
cyclic view of time, but their cycles were in the millenia; possibly reflecting their knowledge of astronomical
and geological phenomena that occurred over these time frames. All in all, a very interesting book and highly
recommended for anyone who likes the social sciences.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent discussion of how cultural and historical concepts of time ...
By Carol L. Navarrete



Excellent discussion of how cultural and historical concepts of time were/are utilized, including our own:
clear, lucid, solidly researched and enjoyable. It is something to be used as a touchstone when encountering
other books/documents on time.

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
Comprehensive Well-Informed and Entertaining
By T. A. Olsen
This book provides comprehensive and in-depth knowledge about the History of and present day time
keeping. It is very knowledgable while being a breeze to read. We are well pleased

See all 6 customer reviews...
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