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This Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld is quite correct for you as beginner
visitor. The readers will certainly always begin their reading routine with the favourite motif. They might not
consider the author as well as author that develop the book. This is why, this book Machete Season: The
Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld is truly right to review. Nevertheless, the idea that is given up this
book Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld will reveal you several things. You
can begin to enjoy additionally reviewing till the end of the book Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda
Speak By Jean Hatzfeld.

From Publishers Weekly
This book features the testimony of 10 friends from the same village who spent day after day together,
fulfilling orders to kill any Tutsi within their territory during the 1994 Rwandan genocide. While their
anecdotes are shocking at first, they detail how an ordinary person with an everyday life in a farming village
can be transformed into a killer. As one man explains, "if you must obey the orders of authorities, if you
have been properly prepared, if you see yourself pushed and pulled, if you see the killing will be total and
without disastrous consequences for yourself, you feel soothed and reassured." A reporter for Paris's
Libération, Hatzfeld has a remarkable ability to pry into the killer's memory and conscience. One Hutu tells
how "a pain pinched his heart" when confronted with an old Tutsi soccer teammate he was obligated to kill.
Others describe the regrets or nightmares they have now that the genocide is over (and they are in prison).
But for the most part, the interviews reveal the killers' naïve expectations for forgiveness and reconciliation
once they are released. Hatzfeld offers an analysis of the psychology of the perpetrators and how the
Rwandan genocide differs from other genocides in history. Steering clear of politics, this important book
succeeds in offering the reader some grasp of how such unspeakable acts unfolded. Agent, Valerie Borchardt
at Georges Borchardt Inc.(June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
French journalist Hatzfeld, the author of several books on war atrocities, offers a close-up look at the
thoughts, motivations, and regrets of 10 of the Hutu killers who participated in the slaughter of their Tutsi
neighbors. An estimated 500,000 Tutsis were murdered in May and April of 1994 when ethnic tensions were
whipped into a frenzy following the death of Rwandan president Juvenal Habayarima, a Hutu. Now
imprisoned for their participation in the slaughter, the 10 men Hatzfeld interviewed offer incredible accounts
of how they moved from ordinary lives, albeit ones filled with simmering tensions with their Tutsi
neighbors, to the ragtag army employed to kill with machetes. Some recall the coercion needed to secure
their participation, while others were eager for the task. Many recall the methodical nature of the slaughter
and the bloodthirstiness of some of their compatriots as they made sure that no man, woman, or child was
spared. A killer recalls looking into the eyes of his victims and the stares that will haunt him for the rest of
his life. Chilling and thoroughly absorbing. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved



Review

“Hatzfeld's harrowing documentation of the voices of Rwandan killers reminds us once again how perfectly
human it can be to be perfectly inhumane.” ?Philip Gourevitch

“Monstrous in scope, unfathomable in cruelty, annihilating in implication, the concept of genocide all but
defies imagination. That is why reading Jean Hatzfeld's interviews with perpetrators of the 1994 Rwanda
massacre is so profoundly disturbing.” ?The Baltimore Sun

“Stunning . . . What makes the book so astonishing are . . . the voices of the men, many of whom speak in a
kind of chilling, breathtaking poetry.” ?O magazine
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Book fans, when you require a new book to review, discover guide Machete Season: The Killers In
Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld below. Never ever fret not to locate just what you require. Is the Machete
Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld your needed book now? That holds true; you are
really a good user. This is a perfect book Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld
that comes from great author to share with you. The book Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By
Jean Hatzfeld provides the best encounter and also lesson to take, not just take, however additionally learn.

To conquer the trouble, we now give you the modern technology to purchase the e-book Machete Season:
The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld not in a thick printed file. Yeah, reading Machete Season:
The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld by on-line or obtaining the soft-file simply to check out
could be among the means to do. You might not feel that checking out a publication Machete Season: The
Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld will certainly work for you. Yet, in some terms, May individuals
effective are those who have reading behavior, included this kind of this Machete Season: The Killers In
Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld

By soft documents of guide Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld to review, you
could not require to bring the thick prints anywhere you go. At any time you have willing to review Machete
Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld, you could open your kitchen appliance to review
this e-book Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld in soft file system. So easy and
also quick! Reading the soft documents e-book Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean
Hatzfeld will offer you simple way to check out. It can additionally be quicker due to the fact that you can
review your e-book Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld anywhere you desire.
This on-line Machete Season: The Killers In Rwanda Speak By Jean Hatzfeld could be a referred book that
you can take pleasure in the option of life.
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During the spring of 1994, in a tiny country called Rwanda, some 800,000 people were hacked to death, one
by one, by their neighbors in a gruesome civil war. Several years later, journalist Jean Hatzfeld traveled to
Rwanda to interview ten participants in the killings, eliciting extraordinary testimony from these men about
the genocide they perpetrated. As Susan Sontag wrote in the preface, Machete Season is a document that
"everyone should read . . . [because making] the effort to understand what happened in Rwanda . . . is part of
being a moral adult."
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From Publishers Weekly
This book features the testimony of 10 friends from the same village who spent day after day together,
fulfilling orders to kill any Tutsi within their territory during the 1994 Rwandan genocide. While their
anecdotes are shocking at first, they detail how an ordinary person with an everyday life in a farming village
can be transformed into a killer. As one man explains, "if you must obey the orders of authorities, if you
have been properly prepared, if you see yourself pushed and pulled, if you see the killing will be total and
without disastrous consequences for yourself, you feel soothed and reassured." A reporter for Paris's
Libération, Hatzfeld has a remarkable ability to pry into the killer's memory and conscience. One Hutu tells
how "a pain pinched his heart" when confronted with an old Tutsi soccer teammate he was obligated to kill.
Others describe the regrets or nightmares they have now that the genocide is over (and they are in prison).
But for the most part, the interviews reveal the killers' naïve expectations for forgiveness and reconciliation
once they are released. Hatzfeld offers an analysis of the psychology of the perpetrators and how the
Rwandan genocide differs from other genocides in history. Steering clear of politics, this important book
succeeds in offering the reader some grasp of how such unspeakable acts unfolded. Agent, Valerie Borchardt
at Georges Borchardt Inc.(June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
French journalist Hatzfeld, the author of several books on war atrocities, offers a close-up look at the



thoughts, motivations, and regrets of 10 of the Hutu killers who participated in the slaughter of their Tutsi
neighbors. An estimated 500,000 Tutsis were murdered in May and April of 1994 when ethnic tensions were
whipped into a frenzy following the death of Rwandan president Juvenal Habayarima, a Hutu. Now
imprisoned for their participation in the slaughter, the 10 men Hatzfeld interviewed offer incredible accounts
of how they moved from ordinary lives, albeit ones filled with simmering tensions with their Tutsi
neighbors, to the ragtag army employed to kill with machetes. Some recall the coercion needed to secure
their participation, while others were eager for the task. Many recall the methodical nature of the slaughter
and the bloodthirstiness of some of their compatriots as they made sure that no man, woman, or child was
spared. A killer recalls looking into the eyes of his victims and the stares that will haunt him for the rest of
his life. Chilling and thoroughly absorbing. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Hatzfeld's harrowing documentation of the voices of Rwandan killers reminds us once again how perfectly
human it can be to be perfectly inhumane.” ?Philip Gourevitch

“Monstrous in scope, unfathomable in cruelty, annihilating in implication, the concept of genocide all but
defies imagination. That is why reading Jean Hatzfeld's interviews with perpetrators of the 1994 Rwanda
massacre is so profoundly disturbing.” ?The Baltimore Sun

“Stunning . . . What makes the book so astonishing are . . . the voices of the men, many of whom speak in a
kind of chilling, breathtaking poetry.” ?O magazine

Most helpful customer reviews

38 of 41 people found the following review helpful.
"every one should read this book" (Sontag, in intro)
By M. Hron
This is simply an AMAZING -- yet horrifingly stomach-churning --collection of testimonials by killers of
Rwanda from the rural region of Nyamata. And like Sontag points out in her intro, "every one should read
this book."

There have been innumerable books and documentaries of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda -- a highly
controversial, long-obfuscated and often-misunderstood atrocity... However, very few of these accounts
relate the actual perspectives or testimonials by ordinary Rwandans. Though several survivors have actually
written testimonials of their experience, not one of them has yet been translated into English!!(eg. Yolande
Makagasana's memoir in French), once again revealing the shameful Western ethnocentric attitude to this
atrocity (Imagine for example if available accounts of Holocaust survivors had never been translated from
German!) Hatzfeld's collection of testimonials therefore offers us a perspective that is completely lacking in
the morass of publications about Rwanda, many of them written by journalists, academics or political
attachees, who spent less than a month in the field in Rwanda... (And of course, who stayed at fancy White
accomodations like the revamped Hotel Milles Collines during their visit... ) It offers a crucial and critical
intervention necessary for understanding the human impact of the genocide in Rwanda...

Moreover, in this collection Hatzfeld presents us with the perspective of the KILLERS during the genocide.
Imagine if the Holocaust was recounted from the perspective of the Gestapo or concentration camp
personnel! Simply RIVETING reading.



In the complementary reading "Into the Quick of Life," Hatzfeld offers us survivors' perspectives. Instead of
focusing on great saviours (eg. Rusesabagina in Hotel Rwanda) it again concentrates on the perspective of
ordinary people who survived incredible odds in the marshes.

My only misgiving about this set of books is that from a scholarly perspective, I would have wanted to hear
more from or about the translator/translation from kinyarwanda. And more about the actual collection of the
testimonials, the ways the questions were asked, the interview sessions, the editing of testimonials etc.

I caution readers who may not be familiar with the genocide in Rwanda, that this book is not a textbook that
will explain the events moment by moment or analyze the UN, US role etc. Rather it is a collection of
perspectives by ordinary people, as speculative and subjective as individual povs usually are...

And extremely graphic and disturbing at that.

I disagree that the book is "confusing" because of its thematic approach. Genocide is not a linear experience,
nor is a person's traumatic narration a blow-by-blow account. Instead, with his thematic approach, Hatzfeld
offers some of the complexity, nuance and critical analysis of these testimonials.

I also disagree that these confessions seem specious, contrived or 'unreal.' This book is not CSI or Law and
Order, where genocide and people's motives or memories as serial killers are collapsed into a 1 minute of
logical explanation or confession... Rather this collection proffers various perspectives, half-truths,
observations... in yes --the most candid, and yet also most harrowing descriptions of killing that I have ever
read. As such is the most compelling account of the banality of inhumanity that I encountered.

As one survivor explains "The things that happened in Nyamata, in the churches, in the marshes, and on the
hills, were the abnormal actions of perfectly normal people." (225)

If we were born in Rwanda, and were Hutu, these killers' stories could easily be our own...

It is crucial to remember the facts in the case of Rwanda -- the banality of genocide. Neighbors killed
neighbors. On the streets. With machetes. 1/8th of the population of Rwanda was exterminated. Almost one
million children were orphaned. As a result more than 120 000 were imprisoned for crimes of murder In the
Arusha TRC tribunal, only 26 have been convicted... Thus, since it has been ten years, 50 000 killers have
since been released. Victims thus must live as neighbors with the killers of their families. All of these facts,
again, affirm the the crucial importance of this book -- which questions the possible future of ordinary
Rwandans for generations to come...

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Yes it could happen here
By Amazon Customer
Required reading for all decent humans. It could happen here. It really could. Do not make the mistake of
thinking these were savages and move on. These were thinking articulate men. Think of the men who line up
to be led down a path of hatred and easy answers by Donald Trump. Then think about the fact that they have
guns rather than machetes. Welcome to the jungle America.

3 of 7 people found the following review helpful.
A DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW
By JUDITH A. CHIDESTER
Having lived in Rwanda for four years during the peaceful days, I am always interested in any writings on
this. I have read Bob Gribbin's book about the period after the genocide and found it full of substance and



information. I find this book of interviews (double-spaced and in larger print) easy to read and interesting. I
don't know how much the normal reader would glean of the mentality of the Rwandan people or their lives
from this.

See all 57 customer reviews...
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