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Based upon some encounters of many individuals, it remains in truth that reading this Righteous Dopefiend
(California Series In Public Anthropology) By Philippe Bourgois, Jeffrey Schonberg could help them
making much better choice and also offer more experience. If you want to be one of them, let's acquisition
this book Righteous Dopefiend (California Series In Public Anthropology) By Philippe Bourgois, Jeffrey
Schonberg by downloading and install the book on web link download in this site. You could get the soft file
of this publication Righteous Dopefiend (California Series In Public Anthropology) By Philippe Bourgois,
Jeffrey Schonberg to download and install as well as put aside in your readily available electronic gadgets.
Exactly what are you waiting for? Allow get this book Righteous Dopefiend (California Series In Public
Anthropology) By Philippe Bourgois, Jeffrey Schonberg on-line as well as review them in at any time and
also any type of location you will certainly review. It will not encumber you to bring heavy book Righteous
Dopefiend (California Series In Public Anthropology) By Philippe Bourgois, Jeffrey Schonberg within your
bag.

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. In this gritty ethnography exploring the world of San Francisco's homeless heroin addicts,
Bourgois, anthropology and community medicine professor at the University of Pennsylvania, and
Schonberg, a photographer and graduate student in medical anthropology, draw on a decade immersed in this
subculture to eloquently elaborate on the survival techniques and intimate lives of black and white addicts
who live in self-made communities and work the economic fringes for survival. The authors explore racial
boundaries and crossings, love stories, family relations, parenting, histories of childhood abuse, as well as
the constant work of navigating hostile police enforcement, exploitative and helpful business owners,
overburdened medical services and social service bureaucracies. The book details the gruesome material toll
of addiction, infection and homelessness and the risks of ongoing personal and institutional violence.
Bourgois and Schonberg create a deeply nuanced picture of a population that cannot escape social
reprobation, but deserves social inclusion. Schonberg's photographs capture the scars of addiction, the social
bonds between romantic pairs and drug-running partners and the concerted efforts at domesticity without a
domicile. The collage of case studies, field notes, personal narratives and photography is nothing short of
enthralling. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“A deeply nuanced picture of a population that cannot escape social reprobation, but deserves social
inclusion. . . . The collage of case studies, field notes, personal narratives and photography is nothing short of
enthralling.” - Starred Review (Publishers Weekly 2009-04-13)

“Get this book and read it. . . . A hell of a story. . . . These people walk by you every day and should not



remain invisible.” (San Francisco Bay Guardian 2009-08-19)

“Leaders and readers alike should pay attention to - and heed its warnings and advice. . . . Unflinching and
objective. . . . Must be read - and seen.” (San Francisco Chronicle 2009-06-21)

“The authors dare you to ignore the subculture in their field notes and arresting black-and-white images,
urging that our failed social systems need repairing and we cannot continue to let these outliers remain
invisible.” (Utne 2009-07-01)

“Recommended.” (Choice 2010-07-08)

“One of the most original and important works of its kind. . . . A pathbreaking photo-ethnography, powerful
in presentation, content and scope. . . . A must-read, [it] will rock the world of the sheltered middle class and
shed new light on the pervasive structural inequalities plaguing contemporary society.” (Elijah Anderson,
author of Streetwise: Race, Class, and Change in an Urban Community. Philadelphia Inquirer 2009-10-04)

“Truly remarkable book.” (Grazyna Zajdow Arena Magazine 2011-06-17)

“Powerfully candid.” (Zocalo (The Public Square Blog) 2009-06-01)

“With a combination of photographs, dialogue, field notes and critical theory, the book provides a detailed
analysis of the social structure of an underground society in contemporary America.” (Roof Magazine 2009-
05-01)

“This book offers as complete and disturbing a view as can be had of just how awful and intractable street
life in San Francisco can get.” (San Francisco Chronicle 2009-12-10)

From the Inside Flap
"Based on over a decade of field research, Righteous Dopefiend is a searing portrait of the lives of homeless
injection drug users in San Francisco and an analysis of the powerful forces that shape their lives. ...This
book brings into our visual and moral field the plight of those whom we have condemned to the margins,
documenting the struggle that is the condition of their daily existence and exploring the social structures that
enforce their suffering." —Angela Garcia, The Pastoral Clinic: Addiction and Dispossession Along the Rio
Grande

"Calling this book ethnography would be like calling The Wire a cop show: what comes roaring out of its
pages is almost as visceral and devastating as spending a night in 'the hole' itself."—Mike Davis, author of
Planet of Slums

"Plunge beneath the surface of America's no-man's lands. Find in the dead-end alleyways, storage lots, and
overgrown embankments the terrifying but strangely ordered world of homeless heroin injectors. This book
will test your cultural relativism to destruction, but along the way you will learn a great deal about
destitution, about homelessness, about addiction, and about violence at all levels. These dopefiends are 'made
in America'."—Paul Willis, author of Learning to Labor: How Working Class Kids Get Working Class Jobs,
and co-founding editor of Ethnography

"Philippe Bourgois and Jeff Schonberg provide a riveting narrative of the daily struggles for survival of
homeless people with a physical and emotional addiction to heroin. The authors' poignant account of these
experiences features sophisticated analytic themes that enable them insightfully to integrate discussions of



agency and moral responsibility on the part of homeless addicts with an analysis of the powerful structural
forces that shape the addicts' lives. Righteous Dopefiend is a must-read."—William Julius Wilson, author of
More than Just Race: Being Black and Poor in the Inner City

“Bourgois and Schonberg deliver luminous images and intimate portraits of unforgettable Dickensian
characters—a host of late-modern hobos, hustlers, dumpster divers, and sweet-talking jivers—whose
addiction consigns them to lives of public ignominy and private pleasures transacted under the concrete
freeway overpasses of a totally indifferent San Francisco. This tough book is a must-read for all.”—Nancy
Scheper-Hughes, author of Death Without Weeping

“If Pierre Bourdieu, George Orwell, and Walker Evans had met in a homeless encampment under a San
Francisco highway, they could not have produced a more penetrating portrait of America's urban outcasts
than Righteous Dopefiend. Fusing ethnography, photography, and social theory, Bourgois and Schonberg
take the reader on the frantic roller coaster ride of daily subsistence among a clique of indigent heroin
addicts. This searing anthropology of everyday violence in the underbelly of the American metropolis will
challenge social scientists and public health experts, stun lay readers, and shame public officials oblivious to
the social dereliction their failed policies are spawning.”—Loïc Wacquant, author of Urban Outcasts and
Punishing the Poor
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This powerful study immerses the reader in the world of homelessness and drug addiction in the
contemporary United States. For over a decade Philippe Bourgois and Jeff Schonberg followed a social
network of two dozen heroin injectors and crack smokers on the streets of San Francisco, accompanying
them as they scrambled to generate income through burglary, panhandling, recycling, and day labor.
Righteous Dopefiend interweaves stunning black-and-white photographs with vivid dialogue, detailed field
notes, and critical theoretical analysis. Its gripping narrative develops a cast of characters around the themes
of violence, race relations, sexuality, family trauma, embodied suffering, social inequality, and power
relations. The result is a dispassionate chronicle of survival, loss, caring, and hope rooted in the addicts'
determination to hang on for one more day and one more "fix" through a "moral economy of sharing" that
precariously balances mutual solidarity and interpersonal betrayal.
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Bourgois and Schonberg create a deeply nuanced picture of a population that cannot escape social
reprobation, but deserves social inclusion. Schonberg's photographs capture the scars of addiction, the social
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domicile. The collage of case studies, field notes, personal narratives and photography is nothing short of
enthralling. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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“A deeply nuanced picture of a population that cannot escape social reprobation, but deserves social
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remain invisible.” (San Francisco Bay Guardian 2009-08-19)

“Leaders and readers alike should pay attention to - and heed its warnings and advice. . . . Unflinching and
objective. . . . Must be read - and seen.” (San Francisco Chronicle 2009-06-21)

“The authors dare you to ignore the subculture in their field notes and arresting black-and-white images,
urging that our failed social systems need repairing and we cannot continue to let these outliers remain
invisible.” (Utne 2009-07-01)

“Recommended.” (Choice 2010-07-08)

“One of the most original and important works of its kind. . . . A pathbreaking photo-ethnography, powerful
in presentation, content and scope. . . . A must-read, [it] will rock the world of the sheltered middle class and
shed new light on the pervasive structural inequalities plaguing contemporary society.” (Elijah Anderson,
author of Streetwise: Race, Class, and Change in an Urban Community. Philadelphia Inquirer 2009-10-04)

“Truly remarkable book.” (Grazyna Zajdow Arena Magazine 2011-06-17)
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“With a combination of photographs, dialogue, field notes and critical theory, the book provides a detailed
analysis of the social structure of an underground society in contemporary America.” (Roof Magazine 2009-
05-01)

“This book offers as complete and disturbing a view as can be had of just how awful and intractable street
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injection drug users in San Francisco and an analysis of the powerful forces that shape their lives. ...This
book brings into our visual and moral field the plight of those whom we have condemned to the margins,
documenting the struggle that is the condition of their daily existence and exploring the social structures that
enforce their suffering." —Angela Garcia, The Pastoral Clinic: Addiction and Dispossession Along the Rio
Grande

"Calling this book ethnography would be like calling The Wire a cop show: what comes roaring out of its
pages is almost as visceral and devastating as spending a night in 'the hole' itself."—Mike Davis, author of
Planet of Slums

"Plunge beneath the surface of America's no-man's lands. Find in the dead-end alleyways, storage lots, and
overgrown embankments the terrifying but strangely ordered world of homeless heroin injectors. This book
will test your cultural relativism to destruction, but along the way you will learn a great deal about
destitution, about homelessness, about addiction, and about violence at all levels. These dopefiends are 'made
in America'."—Paul Willis, author of Learning to Labor: How Working Class Kids Get Working Class Jobs,
and co-founding editor of Ethnography



"Philippe Bourgois and Jeff Schonberg provide a riveting narrative of the daily struggles for survival of
homeless people with a physical and emotional addiction to heroin. The authors' poignant account of these
experiences features sophisticated analytic themes that enable them insightfully to integrate discussions of
agency and moral responsibility on the part of homeless addicts with an analysis of the powerful structural
forces that shape the addicts' lives. Righteous Dopefiend is a must-read."—William Julius Wilson, author of
More than Just Race: Being Black and Poor in the Inner City

“Bourgois and Schonberg deliver luminous images and intimate portraits of unforgettable Dickensian
characters—a host of late-modern hobos, hustlers, dumpster divers, and sweet-talking jivers—whose
addiction consigns them to lives of public ignominy and private pleasures transacted under the concrete
freeway overpasses of a totally indifferent San Francisco. This tough book is a must-read for all.”—Nancy
Scheper-Hughes, author of Death Without Weeping

“If Pierre Bourdieu, George Orwell, and Walker Evans had met in a homeless encampment under a San
Francisco highway, they could not have produced a more penetrating portrait of America's urban outcasts
than Righteous Dopefiend. Fusing ethnography, photography, and social theory, Bourgois and Schonberg
take the reader on the frantic roller coaster ride of daily subsistence among a clique of indigent heroin
addicts. This searing anthropology of everyday violence in the underbelly of the American metropolis will
challenge social scientists and public health experts, stun lay readers, and shame public officials oblivious to
the social dereliction their failed policies are spawning.”—Loïc Wacquant, author of Urban Outcasts and
Punishing the Poor

Most helpful customer reviews

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Professional or not...
By Lobsterfrosting
I was assigned this book for my Sociology 104 class at KU. Out of the five books we were expected to read,
this book was definitely top 3 (with Connected and Sidewalk, thought the other two - The Tender Cut & The
Second Shift - were also eye-opening as well). Though I still have trouble with remembering what terms
belong to what principles, like hegemony, my understanding of what was taught in the class was paralleled.
This book is an eye opener and you don't need to understand what all of the terms mean to get a feel for the
point being made here. Yes, there are a couple of chapters that express the meaning of this study in terms
that are difficult to take on, especially if you are not expecting to or interested in studying sociology beyond
the basics or have studied, but don't let that affect your decision when ascertaining the truth. This book is
amazing and nearly riveting. I did understand the professional terms, for the most part, while I read this book
(since I was knee deep in the class at the time and soaking up as much 'goody' as possible) and I would just
like to say that it is worth your time.

This book focuses on a group of homeless heroine addicts (though many smoke crack and drink as well).
This study/story shows a parallel of survival and social structure similar to that of 'normal' life, but, of
course, with a bias of illegal dependency and the carelessness for others; the root of the human soul in some
(maybe many) cases. Through a constant circus ride of highs and lows, this group of lost individuals will tear
your heart out as they make blind, selfish choices, cleanse themselves of addiction and fall back into the
arms of homeless hopelessness, scavenge for opportunities to make good to fix, and many other awful
reasons that will hopefully deter any sane member of the human race from ever touching a drug that has been
repeatedly proven as B.A.D. since 1918 (after its discovery in 1889... hm). That was a long sentence. :/

Read it, love/hate it, & pass it on...



If you do not find this review helpful, please comment as to why. Thank you!

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
A Wealth of Theory and Praxis in Medical Anthropology
By James Ziegler
Philippe Bourgois and Jeff Schonberg spent over twelve years in the field becoming intimately
knowledgeable with the day to day lives and problems of homeless heroin addicts in this priceless
ethnography. This work gives a real life look at complex social theories like biopower, habitus and symbolic
violence that allows insights beyond what a student can glean from reading the works of Foucault and
Bourdieu. As an added bonus, the publisher has allowed a kindle version making Righteous Dopefiend easily
accessible wherever you are with great features like text-to-speech. I would still recommend picking-up a
hard copy in addition to your kindle version Schonberg's striking photography which really brings the
characters from along the Edgewater Boulevard to life and enriches the text.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Ethnography that's Readable
By NQ
Well written and engrossing. Considering using this for a coming Anthropology course. Easy to read and
interesting. The ethnographic work is set in theory quite well, with the theory being easily understood. Often
ethnographies get so highfalutin that even seasoned anthropologists struggle through. This is approachable.

In terms of the approach, I like the photographic component and the fact that the authors address the
possibility of various misreadings/misuses of photographs in ethnographic works.

See all 35 customer reviews...
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of addiction, infection and homelessness and the risks of ongoing personal and institutional violence.
Bourgois and Schonberg create a deeply nuanced picture of a population that cannot escape social
reprobation, but deserves social inclusion. Schonberg's photographs capture the scars of addiction, the social
bonds between romantic pairs and drug-running partners and the concerted efforts at domesticity without a
domicile. The collage of case studies, field notes, personal narratives and photography is nothing short of
enthralling. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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“A deeply nuanced picture of a population that cannot escape social reprobation, but deserves social
inclusion. . . . The collage of case studies, field notes, personal narratives and photography is nothing short of
enthralling.” - Starred Review (Publishers Weekly 2009-04-13)
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“Leaders and readers alike should pay attention to - and heed its warnings and advice. . . . Unflinching and
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“The authors dare you to ignore the subculture in their field notes and arresting black-and-white images,
urging that our failed social systems need repairing and we cannot continue to let these outliers remain
invisible.” (Utne 2009-07-01)



“Recommended.” (Choice 2010-07-08)

“One of the most original and important works of its kind. . . . A pathbreaking photo-ethnography, powerful
in presentation, content and scope. . . . A must-read, [it] will rock the world of the sheltered middle class and
shed new light on the pervasive structural inequalities plaguing contemporary society.” (Elijah Anderson,
author of Streetwise: Race, Class, and Change in an Urban Community. Philadelphia Inquirer 2009-10-04)

“Truly remarkable book.” (Grazyna Zajdow Arena Magazine 2011-06-17)

“Powerfully candid.” (Zocalo (The Public Square Blog) 2009-06-01)

“With a combination of photographs, dialogue, field notes and critical theory, the book provides a detailed
analysis of the social structure of an underground society in contemporary America.” (Roof Magazine 2009-
05-01)

“This book offers as complete and disturbing a view as can be had of just how awful and intractable street
life in San Francisco can get.” (San Francisco Chronicle 2009-12-10)
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enforce their suffering." —Angela Garcia, The Pastoral Clinic: Addiction and Dispossession Along the Rio
Grande

"Calling this book ethnography would be like calling The Wire a cop show: what comes roaring out of its
pages is almost as visceral and devastating as spending a night in 'the hole' itself."—Mike Davis, author of
Planet of Slums

"Plunge beneath the surface of America's no-man's lands. Find in the dead-end alleyways, storage lots, and
overgrown embankments the terrifying but strangely ordered world of homeless heroin injectors. This book
will test your cultural relativism to destruction, but along the way you will learn a great deal about
destitution, about homelessness, about addiction, and about violence at all levels. These dopefiends are 'made
in America'."—Paul Willis, author of Learning to Labor: How Working Class Kids Get Working Class Jobs,
and co-founding editor of Ethnography
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homeless people with a physical and emotional addiction to heroin. The authors' poignant account of these
experiences features sophisticated analytic themes that enable them insightfully to integrate discussions of
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